
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Village Hall at 8pm on 
Thursday 28th February 2019 

Present: Christine Richardson (Chair), Sue Popperwell, Richard Woolmington, David Hares, Pauline 
Pearce, Donald Hill, Lynda Redding 

Attending: 13 members of the public

27/19 APOLOGIES - Sharren Hucker 

28/19 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS (Dec 13th 18) were agreed and signed by the Chair.  

29/19 OPEN SESSION:  
 The Chair opened the meeting so that a member of the public could raise a concern about the 

redacted minutes of the both the Old and current charities dated 2nd August 2018, which had 
been posted to the website this week: Adobe software exists that can “read through” the 
redactions.  The meeting was grateful for this information, and the minutes would be replaced. 
(Post-meeting note: The minutes were replaced on March 1st by copies that removed the redacted text and replaced 
it with x’s).   

30/19 ANNUAL REPORT BY THE CHAIR 
 The Chair outlined the work done to keep the Hall in good repair, to raise the monies to 

purchase the Freehold, and to continue the fundraising effort. She also thanked the old 
committee/new Directors, the fundraisers, those making grants or donations, and all our 
supporters for all their various contributions of finance, work and goodwill. 

31/19 MEMBERSHIP 
i. Ratification of revised documents: changing the terms of membership from a £10 joining 
fee to zero joining fee.  Existing Members will need to sign the updated format of The Register 
(see Minute 35/19 below). This change had been pre-circulated and agreed electronically.  
Ratified here unanimously. 

 ii. New Members: it is essential for a Membership drive to be initiated so that the properly 
intended processes of managing H&PVH Ltd can be initiated. The Drive started here 
(membership applications were available - and submitted), and via the Parish Council’s “Puxton 
& Hewish Community News” which is due for circulation to households in early March. 

  
32/19 ACCOUNTS 

2019 Accounts to Date:  Reviewed as attached, and noted. 
2017-18 Accounts Audit: These accounts cover those of Hewish & Puxton Village Hall from 
October 2017-September 2018; and Hewish & Puxton Village Hall Ltd accounts from October 
2018-December 2018. They have been externally assessed (not, legally, described as an audit, 
which is the way we tend to describe it in lay terms).  This assessment was conducted with the 
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same rigour that attaches to that for Parish Council accounts and passed muster with no critical 
comments to report.  

33/19 FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
Current applications in train: Lottery; up to £100k? - this bid is complicated but ongoing. 
Thatchers bid unsuccessful as we are not in Sanford or Winscombe. Tesco Bags Scheme - 
results are awaited and could raise up to £2000. National Grid; £20k - this will primevally be 
for the roof: re-roofing alternatives are being studied, a structural survey is needed and an 
architectural engineer will need to develop a quote and scheme of work - all to be included as 
part of the application for a grant. 

Other grant opportunities will be investigated as they emerge.  Christine reported that she had 
a private donation of £1000 to pay in to the fund.  

34/19 OPERATIONAL MATTERS 
i.  MAINTENANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
Power Supply: Pauline Pierce reported that Western Power said there had been a problem on a 
pole outside the hall.  This appears to have been rectified, as those present confirmed that  
there were no longer problems with the lighting. 
Post Rodent Treatment Report: There are several holes and weak areas of boarding on the 
exterior cladding that need repair: this work can be done from the maintenance budget. The 
shrubbery and tree growth over the roof has been cleared. For now, rodent treatment will be 
done every two months to keep things under control.     

ii.  HIRE FEES AND HIRING PROTOCOL  
“What’s On” at the Hall: Website revised to include What's On.  
Hire charges: To be reviewed post AGM - ie the next meeting. 
Terms and conditions: ‘friendly’ version now on website.  

35/19 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Open Session: The Chair opened the meeting so that a member of the public could lodge 
complaints relating to various matters arising from past correspondence and meetings.   There 
was an objection to the word ‘aggressive’ being used in the Ltd Company minutes of August 
2nd 2018. It was pointed out that this was the actual adjective used to describe the tension the 
user was sensing at the time of its use. Breaches of GDPR were alluded to: GDPR came into 
force in May 2018; the Chair pointed out that the parties are in contact to work through these 
issues and those relating to the circulation of e-mails and that this meeting was not the place to 
pursue those matters. Noise from dogs in cars was discussed as was the wisdom of leaving 
them in cars, even for short periods. The Chair pointed out that every effort was made to keep 
barking to a minimum. After further public discussion, she also concluded that the parties for 
and against leaving dogs in cars would have to have to ‘agree to disagree’. Nuisance problems 
arising from the hall’s external safety lighting were also raised. Don Hill undertook to to 
discover more about light pollution and what might be done to mitigate the complainant’s 
problem. 
The complainant left the meeting at 8pm. 
North Somerset Brass: Storage Spread - they - (we all?) appear to be taking over the storage 
area. 
Party Update: The food menu was described - including a contribution from Flavours on the 
A370.  Some 40 tickets were sold as of the end of the meeting.  Raffle tickets are also being 
sold vigorously. The event is about to go on Facebook and is advertised in the Parish Council’s 
“Puxton &Hewish Community News”. 
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Container: Waiting for Clayton Penfold to provide estimate for re-roofing. 
Publicity: Hall plans are now on the website and have, Pauline reports, already prompted a 
booking enquiry. 
Pest Control:  Preventative rodent treatment will be conducted every two months. Work done 
mid January exposed areas that need stopping up and some exterior boarding that needs 
replacing.  Members agreed that this should be done out of the current account maintenance 
budget. The overgrowth around the Hall, that enabled squirrels to easily access the roof, has 
been cut back. 

36/19 ELECTION OF NEW BOARD 
 As this is the first AGM all members - the Founding Members - had to resign, and present 

themselves for re-election. As there are no other members yet - other than the founding 
members - this year’s process was necessarily a formality in which the Founding Members were 
all re-elected to be Board Members and Trustees in the roles they have thus far held. The 
Founding Members signed the updated format of The Membership Register. 

37/19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
  To be arranged 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm
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